
Miscellany.
THE OUTBREAK OF CHOLERA IN BUENOS

AYRES.
The weekly abstract of sanitary reports issued by

the Marine Hospital Service, and dated January 27th,
contains an interesting extract from the dispatches of
the United States Minister at Buenos Ay res concern-

ing the outbreak of cholera in that country. It seems
that cholera made its first appearance about Novem-
ber 1st, and was imported by the Italian ship " Per
seo," plying between Genoa and Buenos Ayres. The
embassador of the Argentine Government in Italy was
a passenger on the ship, " and the anxiety to secure
him an immediate landing, on the part of the ship's com-

mander, seems to have so far overcome his sense of
duty that, by concealed or garbled reports, he man-

aged to turn loose, on Argentine soil, first here, then
at Rosario, a great many persons from an infected
ship. The testimony of passengers shows conclu-
sively there was nearly a score of burials at sea of
those who died of cholera on the voyage."

The disease was most fatal at Rosario, a city of
commercial importance 200 miles from Buenos Ayres,
where, out of a population of about 50,000, there were
at one time from 35 to 50 deaths daily.

The United States Consul at Buenos Ayres, under
date of December 10th, states that " while a few cases
of cholera are still reported in each day's bulletin, the
disease appears to have pretty much run its course
at this port. On yesterday, up to ten o'clock, only
one new case had occurred in the city proper, and two
cases on board a steamer at Boca port. In the inte-
rior of the country, however, the disease has made its
appearance, and in some places with a marked type.
On the 4th instant, there were 13 deaths at Rosario,
and 14 new cases, and at Cordoba 2 deaths and 5 new
cases. The authorities feel assured that the prompt
and rigid measures taken to stamp out the disease will
prevent it from becoming epidemic. In all bills of
health now issued by me I note the fact that cholera
exists in this port, but apparently not in epidemic
form."

TRANSMISSION OF HYDROPHOBIA BY THE
INTENSIVE METHOD.

In connection with the charge of M. Peter, before
the French Academy, that the death of the man
Réveillac was very likely due to hydrophobia caused
by Pasteur's " intensive inoculations," it is not amiss
to quote some of the conclusions arrived at by Profes-
sor von Frich, of Vienna, as the result of laboratory
experiments with the virus of rabies obtained from M.
Pasteur for that purpose. Among other conclusions
reached von Frich, states the following : (Lancet, Vien-
na Correspondent.)

1. Animals which have been subjected to hypoder-
mic injections of a series of virus attenuated by desic-
cation become refractory to the stronger virus by the
previous inoculations with the weaker virus if the
stronger virus have not been used in too rapid succes-
sion. 2. Animals which have been inoculated hypo-
dermically during ten days with virus of progressive
virulence (medulla from ten days to one day) have not
been refractory to infection with the fresh virus of
street rabies, and have only exceptionally escaped
after intra-cranial infection. 3. Rabbits and dogs

inoculated by trephining with the virus of street rabies
of sixteen days' incubation have always succumbed,
notwithstanding the preventive treatment already de-
scribed. 4. M. Pasteur attributed to the method of
slow vaccinations the unsatisfactory results obtained
previously by M. von Frich, and recommended a more
intensive mode of treatment. The experiments car-
ried out conformably to M. Pasteur's instructions
have given no more favorable result ; all the animals
died of rabies. 5. The experiments have demon-
strated a most important fact

—

that is, that in the
rapid process the weaker preservative medulla; do not
confer the same certainty of immunity from the effects
of inoculation with the stronger medulla;. Of a series
of dogs and rabbits inoculated as a control-experiment
to that described in the preceding paragraph, and in
which the rapid process was carried out without pre-
vious infection, most of the animals died of rabies.
6. Most of the animals which were submitted to the
preventive treatment after subcutaneous inoculation
with street rabies, died of the disease even when the
period of incubation was thirty-four days. These ex-

periments show, says M. von Frich, that Pasteur's
method of rendering animals refractory to rabies is
not yet either sure or certain. There is not yet a suf-
ficient scientific basis for the application in man of a

preventive treatment after the bite of a rabid animal.
It is, moreover, quite possible that the preventive
treatment, at any rate the intensive method recently
recommended by M. Pasteur, may itself transmit the
disease.

OBITUARY.
SILAS EMLYN STONE, M.D.

The County of Norfolk loses a valuable citizen, and the med-
ical profession of Massachusetts one of its most useful members,
by the death of Dr. S. E. Stone, which occurred January 29,
1887, from uraemia, at Walpole, Mass. He was a model of the
well-educated country physician. His nicely-balanced mind,
superior judgment and intelligence, strong sense of duty,

—

his
self-respecting and calm, but always pleasant demeanor, and
perfect equilibrium,— secured him high and appreciative esti-
mation in a community which had known him from childhood,
and among whom he had practised for a quarter of a century.

Dr. Stone was appointed assistant-surgeon of the Twenty-Third
Massachusetts Regiment almost immediately after taking his
medical degree. He nearly died of a fever contracted in the
service, and came back to Walpole to be prostrated shortly
afterward by a peri-nephritic abscess which again threatened
to destroy his life. From this last-named casualty he never
wholly recovered; but in the vacations, which his impaired
health every now and then rendered necessary, he acquired
much applicable knowledge of men and the thoughtful experi-
ence of an extensive and observing traveller which greatly
added to his usefulness as a practitioner.

He was always alive to the interests of his native town. His
admirable paper on "Charbon," a disease which repeatedly oc-
curred in a hair-factory at Walpole, is well known to the pro-
fession. The firm and heroic stand which he took between the
operatives and the factory owners at the time of a serious epi-
demic of that disease,— compelling the latter to thoroughly dis-
infect the raw material used, regardless of cost ; a measure
which put an end to the fatality attendant on handling certain
kinds of hair, and prevented threatened riot and destruction,—
is not so well known as if it had been the act of a less modest
individual.

The removal'by death of such a physician, in the prime of
life, from his circuit of practice in a neighborhood so distinctly
rural as that in which he lived, is a calamity to his medical
neighbors and to his personal friends at a distance not less
than to the locality itself. It is equally a misfortune to the pub-
lic in general, which can ill afford the loss of professional men
whose lives are worthy of the praise due to that of Dr. Stone.

WILLIAM THORNDIKE, M.D.
Dr. William Thorndike, formerly of Beverly, Mass., but for

the past twenty-one years a resident of Milwaukee, Wis., died
in the latter city on the 29th inst., of double pneumonia, aged
fifty-one years, six months. He was the sonjof Albert Thorn-
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dike, of Beverly, formerly president of the Eastern Railroad.
In 1854 he was graduated from Harvard College and in 1857
from the Harvard Medical School. Dr. Thorndike began prac-
tice in his native town after service at Rainsford's Island and
at the Massachusetts General Hospital. In 1802 he was com-
missioned as assistant surgeon in the Thirty-fourth Massachu-
setts Volunteers (Col. George D. Wells) and was soon made
surgeon of the Thirty-Ninth Massachusetts, serving in that
capacity until the regiment was mustered out at the close of
the war. He leaves three sons, the eldest of whom is pursuing
the study of his father's profession.

LUDWIG BANDL.
The death of Professor Ludwig Bandl, who was appointed

last summer to succeed Breisky in the Chair of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology at Prague, took place early in December. He was
perhaps mostly widely known to the profession in America in
connection with his views regarding the uterine contraction-
ring to which his name was given, and as to which, whether it
reached the true internal os or not, a vigorous discussion has
ever since been maintained. His writings upon the "Mechan-
ism of Rupture of the Uterus," and upon the " Diseases of the

Tubes of the Ligaments of the Pelvic Peritoneum and the Pelvic
Cellular Tissue, including Extrauterine Pregnancy," are well
known to our readers. He had been privat-docent instructor in
the Vienna Polyclinic, and Professor Extraordinary of Gynae-
cology in the University of Vienna.

- -

Correspondence.
TRANSLATION REQUESTED.

Boston, January 27, 1887.
Mr. Editor :

—

The following message was left on my
slate, showing the necessity of required Greek.

ol àvaynâwi è/ji xpy&voiv ôinaôs levât
I have waited a long time to see if the writer would

appear. He has not. I wonder how many of the Jour-
nal readers can translate. Yours truly, B.

REPORTED MORTALITY FOR THE WEEK ENDING JANUARY 22, 1887.

Cities.
Estimated
Population.

Reported
Deaths in

each.

New York.
Philadelphia ....

Brooklyn.
Chicago.
Boston.
St. Louis .
Baltimore.
Cincinnati.
New Orleans ....

Buffalo.
District of Columbia
Pittsburgh.
Milwaukee.
Providence.
New Haven.
Nashville.
Charleston.
Worcester.
Lowell.
Cambridge.
Fall River.
Lynn.
Lawrence.
Springfield.
New Bedford ....

Somerville.
Salem.
Holyoke.
Chelsea.
Taunton.
Haverhill.
Gloucester.
Brockton.
Newton.
Maiden.
Fitchburg.
Waltham.
Newhuryport ....

Northampton ....

Massachusetts Towns

1,439,039
971,363
690,000
630,000
390,400
400,000
417,220
325,000
238,000
202,818
205,000
190,000
142,400
118,070
78,000
60,000
60,145
68,383
64,051
59,660
56,863
45,861
38,825
37,577
33,393
29,992
28,084
27,894
25,709
23,674
21,795
21,713
20,783
19,759
16,407
15,375
14,609
13,716
12,896

789
418
310

175

146

128

82
79

29
33
28

19
27
14
23
10
11

13

9
10
1

11
4
5
4

Percentage of Deaths urom

Infectious
Diseases.

23.75
11.04
14.72

9.69

10.35

3.12

3.69
29.21

9.09
10.71

5.26
11.10
14.28
13.05
10.00
9.09

15.38

40.00

9.09

10.66

Diarrhœal
Diseases.

Acute Lung
Diseases.

1.04
.72

1.92

.57

1.38

.78

6.08

6.06

10 00

Diph.&
Croup.

20.67
18.24
23.04

18.24

14.49

8.58

11.07
20.32

24.43
21.21
17.85

5.26
11.10

8.70
10.00
9.09

16.66

9.09

20.20

9.36
5.28
8.96

7.41

4.83

1.56

2.46
5.08

7.14

7.40
14.28

9.09

7.69

30.00

9.09

16.66

Deaths reported 2,291 : under five years of age 845 ; principal
infectious diseases (small-pox, measles, diphtheria and croup,
diarrhœal diseases, whooping-cough, erysipelas and fevers) 377,
acute lung diseases 428, consumption 345, diphtheria and croup
165, measles 95, diarrhœal diseases 24, typhoid fever 24, scarlet
fever 22, whooping-cough 13, malarial fever 12, erysipelas seven,
small-pox four, puerperal fever two. From typhoid fever, Phil-
adelphia 11, New York four, Baltimore and Pittsburgh three
each, Boston, New Orleans and Lawrence one each. From scar-
let fever, New York 11, Philadelphia five, Brooklyn, and Pitts-
burgh two each, Baltimore and Lawrence one each. From
whooping-cough, New York six, Baltimore two, Philadelphia,
Brooklyn, Pittsburgh, Lawrence and Brockton one each. From
malarial levers, New York eight, Brooklyn three, Charleston
one. From cerebro-spinal meningitis, New York six, District
of Columbia, Nashville and Worcester one each. From erysipe-
las, New York two, Philadelphia, Brooklyn, Boston, Cambridge,

and Salem one each. From small-pox, New York and Brooklyn,
two each. From puerperal fever, Philadelphia and Fall River
one each.

In the 19 cities and greater towns of Massachusetts, with a
population of 895,24(i (population of the State 1,941,465) the
total death-rate for the week was 20.74 against 22.02 and 22.61
for the previous two weeks.

In the 28 greater towns of England and Wales, with an esti-
mated population of 9,245,099, for the week ending January
8th the death-rate was 2.65. Deaths reported 4,690: infants
under one year of age 890: acute diseases of the respiratory
organs (London), 731; measles 235, whooping-cough 81, scarlet
fever 63, fever 47, .diarrhoea 28, diphtheria 21.

The death-rates ranged from 40.6 in Plymouth to 15.7 in
Sunderland; Birmingham 24.4; Blackburn 23.7; Hull 20.4;
Leeds 34.0; Liverpool 28.8; London 26.3; Manchester 30.4 ; New-
castle-on-Tyne 33.2 ; Nottingham 18.3 ; Sheffield 21.4.
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